HISTORY OF
CENTRAL EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH

COURTENAY, B. C.

· Central Church began through a teacher couple from California, Dave & Barbara Harvey.  They felt every community in Canada should have an Evangelical Free Church because they enjoyed the great church of Chuck Swindell in California.  When two other Free Church couples moved to the Comox Valley a bible study was begun.  Their first official meeting took place on November 12, 1992.

· To get this fledgling “church” off the ground, the District Superintendent agreed to preach in Courtenay whenever he did not have obligations elsewhere in the district.  But because of a very heavy work load his energies were limited.  After about 14 months he was exhausted.  There was a need to call a resident pastor.

· On April 2nd, 1994, Dave and Lydia Koleba arrived with their family.  By this time the group had grown to about 30 people and was meeting in a classroom at North Island College.  After about a year, the classroom was too small so a decision was made to rent the college theatre.  The congregation continued to grow and, in 2004 the decision was made to add a second Sunday service with one being contemporary and the other traditional.  At present, average total Sunday attendance at the two services is approximately 190.  College classrooms are rented for Sunday school classes.

· A church office was opened in downtown Courtenay in 2000 and, in 2006, was moved to its present location at the corner of 5th Street & Fitgerald Avenue in Courtenay.
· In 2004 property was purchased for a future church building.  As a result of zoning and other issues that property was sold in 2005 and a new site purchased and zoned for public assembly.  An architectural firm has been hired and the design process is well underway.  A new church facility will depend on sufficient funds becoming available.
· Dave Koleba is still with the congregation as senior pastor.  In 1998 a part time youth worker was hired to assist him and, over the years, there has almost always been a youth worker or assistant pastor on staff as well as an office secretary.  A part time Christian Education director officially begins her position August 1st.  But, because our assistant pastor (youth & music) has resigned, effective June 30th,  the congregation is now seeking a full time associate pastor to work with Dave, other staff & church leaders.

